
WORK-INTEGRATED 
LEARNING



ICEBREAKER

Introductions

ÅName

ÅInstitutional affiliation

ÅFun fact about yourself



CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION

ÅQuality ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ

ÅDiverse learning styles and pedagogies 

ÅExperiential education

ÅEngagement with the community





WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING IS 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY POPULAR 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Sattler, P., & Peters, J. (2013). Work-integrated learning in Ontarioôs postsecondary sector: the experience of Ontario 

graduates. Toronto: Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario.



NUMEROUS BENEFITS RESULT FROM 
STUDENTSõ HANDS-ON PRACTICE

Practical 
Experience

Skill Development Professionalism Networking

Community 
Engagement

Career 
Exploration

Resume Building An Edge in Job 
Market



IN ORDER TO REAP THE BENEFITS OF 
WIL, EDUCATIONAL QUALITY MUST BE 
CONSIDERED



DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE WIL 
GUIDE



KOLBõS EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THEORY

(Practice)

(Connection to classroom learning)

(Experimentation) (Reflection)



HOW WE GOT HEREé



KOLBõS EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THEORY Well-represented 



KOLBõS EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THEORY Well-represented 

Common 



KOLBõS EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THEORY Well-represented 

Common 

Notably absent 



KOLBõS EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THEORY Well-represented 

Common 

Notably absent 

Not explicit 



DEVELOP A ôTOOLKITõFOR 
WORK INTEGRATED LEARNING 

ÅBest practice tips for enhancing educational value

ÅPractical examples of activities 

ÅSample course content

ÅLearning activities

ÅEvaluation measures

ÅBeneficial for academic staff/faculty, students, and community 

partners 



THE CURRENT PROJECTé



PROJECT PHASES

1) Experiential learning information sessions and needs 

assessment

2) Guide development

3) Guide evaluation

4) Revisions and final write -up

Co -investigators: Dr. Ashley Stirling and Dr. Gretchen Kerr
Funded by the Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario



PHASE 1 ðNEEDS ASSESSMENT



PHASE 2 ðGUIDE DEVELOPMENT

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FEEDBACK

WRITING OF THE GUIDE



PHASE 3 ðGUIDE EVALUATION



PHASE 4 ðFINAL WRITE-UP



THE FINAL PRODUCTé



WHATõS INCLUDED



WHATõS INCLUDED (CONTõD)



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Time Topic

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Introduction & Overview of the WIL Guide

10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Purposeful Experience & Reflection

12:00 p.m. ð1:00 p.m. LUNCH

1:00 p.m. ð2:15 p.m. Theory-Practice Integration & Moving Forward with WIL

2:15p.m. ð2:45 p.m. Final Thoughts



PURPOSEFUL 
EXPERIENCE
W I L  G U I D E :  C H A P T E R  2



PURPOSEFUL EXPERIENCE 

ÅForms of structured work experience (pg. 34 -35)



WIL

Placement

Practicum

Internship

Co-op

Sandwich 
Course

Field 
Experience

Fieldwork

Work study


